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Brent and I are thankful and encouraged by the continued support of the North Woods gardening community and our hard working employees. In spite of high gas prices and a softer economy, many people still see the value in things green and growing. Maybe this is an even more important time to plant a tree, grow some of your own food, or reduce the amount of lawn running to the lake. Please consider attending our 13th Hanson’s Herb Fest – one of our ways of saying “Thank You” to all of you. Look over the schedule. We feel that we’ve put together a “dynamite” program for you. 
Herbs and Birds
13th ANNUAL HERB FEST
SATurday June 21st
10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
HERB FEST SCHEDULE: 
10:00 a.m. – Mariette Nowak, This author of Birdscaping In The Midwest, a Guide to Gardening with Native Plants to Attract Birds,
is a former director of The Wehr Nature Center in Milwaukee County and a board member of the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology. Mariette will be available through the morning for your questions. She has served on the national board of directors for Wild Ones: Native Plants/ Natural Landscapes. We at Hanson’s are very pleased she will be speaking at our annual Herb Fest. In the event of rain, Ms. Nowak will be presenting indoors. Her book will be available and she will be happy to sign autographs.  
10:45 a.m. Music by: Scott Kirby: Scott, a Rhinelander native, is an accomplished musician recently featured in the Star Journal and on WJFW 12. His performance will include original songs from new CD “Good Morning Jo”. Please come and enjoy the artistry of this promising young musician.
11:15 a.m. – Patrick Goggins, Seasonal Savories: Herbal dishes for your sampling will be conjured up by this magical chef, naturalist and UW Lake Specialist-Patrick Goggins. He is a long time friend of birds, lakes and those who appreciate GREAT food. Since Pat only works his culinary magic for friends, we are pleased that he has agreed to be presenting at our 13th annual Hanson’s Herb Fest. This will be a real treat!
12:15 p.m. Music by Scott Kirby

12:45 p.m. – Diane Burns, Taste A-likes: Who better than a North Woods woman who loves herbs and cooking to show you which home grown herbs can substitute for things we buy at the grocery store? Diane is an avid gardener, author (including a series of highly regarded children’s books) and local maple syrup producer. We plan to have some of her maple products on hand for you.
1:45 p.m. Music by Scott Kirby
2:30 p.m. - DRAWING FOR DOOR PRIZES (NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN)

20 % OFF Herbs and Vegetables starting            June 21
Summer Sale on hanging baskets

20 % OFF 

Starts June 21st (no exceptions)
Garden Anywhere!
Are you short on space but long for a garden? Do you have limited time for planting? Fret no more! You could have a container garden and we can help! We have a wonderful assortment of planters for you, both planted and unplanted. We have hanging baskets, good for instant gratification (also good for those of you with only a deck and no yard). We have deck rail window boxes and the popular “Earth Boxes”. You can even plant your pots here in our potting barn after you’ve purchased your plants and pot at Hanson’s! We clean up the mess FOR you!
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle– A Book Review
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver

Any book by this author is one I want to read. Usually, it is a novel but in this book of non-fiction, the author takes us on a thought-provoking trip about the foods we eat, how they are grown and where they come from.   In this age of trying to do the environmentally correct thing, Barbara Kingsolver and her family took this to the max. They moved from Arizona to Virginia and decided to spend a year eating locally.  They thought about the tremendous amount of fuel used to ship foods across the country and across borders. They bought a small farm where their daughter, Lily, raised chickens for their eggs and their meat. Her husband grew fruits and veggies. They learned to have their fruit without resorting to oranges and bananas. They bought from local growers, learning how others raised their food. They came up with new recipes and their older daughter shared her stories and recipes in the book. Her husband had a part in the book as well, sharing insights gained through his knowledge of chemistry and biology.  You will never pick up a piece of food again without thinking of where it came from, what it took to get it to you, and how you can be part of  improving  your life and those around you, by what you eat. 
Who Am I?
If butterflies knew Greek, they would know the meaning of “reuo”, which means “to set free”. My name rhymes with the morning dew on my blue-green foliage and as the sun warms my yellow flowers I’m likely to be visited by the swallowtail butterfly. Doctors used to put me in medicines. If you know who I am, call Hanson’s at 715-365-2929 to enter the drawing to win me! Winners of our last “Who Am I” were Christine Wright, Shirley Muench and Karen Perlewitz. They each won a Maiden Hair fern for their correct answer. 
FROM A PITCHER PLANT’S POINT OF VIEW

Pitcher Plant (Sarracenia purpurea)

If you’re a bug, you should probably stay away from me. I’m a certified bug killer which makes me carnivorous, you know.  I have pretty red or purple lines that will lead any bug down into my awaiting killing chamber. I have down-facing hairs so once a bug gets in, too bad, he can’t get out! Guess what, then I get to digest him, mostly for the nitrogen and phosphorus, which I have a difficult time getting from my environment since I grow in bogs where the water is so cold and acidic that not much in nutrients is available to me. I have practically no roots-- no sense, since I can’t get anything from the bog anyway.  I have been grown from seed here at Hanson’s. I’m about 1 year and 3 months old now -but I had pitchers from the beginning (although a year ago, you would have needed a microscope to see the pitchers). In case you wondered, these pitchers are actually my leaves. I’ve not yet flowered with my really cool upside down umbrella flower. Perhaps I’ll get a flower in 2 to 4 more years (I’m a late bloomer, you see). Check me out in the Native Plant House (alias Heliopsis Hotel) as I’m a one-of-a-kind native of Northern Wisconsin.  If you come to the “Plant a Bog Garden Class” to celebrate the “Year of the Frog”, you can plant me and take me home with you so then you can look at me from your point of view.

Dear Dr P.O. Knee
I am not your typical consumer; I don’t really care for grass. You have to mow it, and keep the dog off it and sometimes the neighborhood kids! Is there an alternative to grass that can stand traffic?  
                       Iris Mozz
Dear Ms. Mozz:

Funny you should ask, this year we are taking part in the “Stepables” program here at the village! There are many beautiful alternatives to your run of the mill grass lawn. Irish or Scotch Moss, Bugleweed, Moneywort, Wooly Thyme, Creeping Jenny, Lamium, or Dianthus all would make a lovely addition to your lawnscape.   Dr. P.O. Knee
-YOU KNOW YOU’RE A REAL GARDENER WHEN YOU THINK COMPOST IS A FASCINATING SUBJECT- 
Recycling Plastic Pots
Don’t forget to bring in your empty plastic pots and trays! They can be of any brand. Please - only drop off during our regular business hours. We are doing this in cooperation with Bart Sexton from the Oneida County Landfill, who has supplied us with a collection bin and signage. Help us do our part and care for Mother Earth! 
- REDUCE - REUSE – RECYCLE -
Worth a Second Look…
The ‘Tor’ Spirea is a beautiful birch-leaf spirea with a compact, rounded habit. The clusters of blossoms are a great splash of white against the new green foliage of spring, and continue sporadically blossoming throughout the season. The rich green leaves give way to a brilliant purple-red in the fall. This is a worthwhile shrub for any sunny spot. 
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HELLO ITOH…
The Itohs are now at Hanson’s! Itohs are a new generation of peonies. Though they are a cross between an herbaceous and a tree peony, they possess the best qualities of both. The bushy form makes for a healthy and attractive plant that is truly herbaceous and can handle our cold winters. The stronger stems hold the huge flowers upright even after a heavy rain. The fragrant flowers come in yellow or copper and make a great addition to any sunny garden. Stop out and ask anyone in the perennial department for assistance and choices. Oh, and they’re deer resistant!
COMPOSTING MADE EASY
Whether you compost kitchen waste or yard and garden waste, there are a few basic steps to follow.  Choose a “pot” for baking your compost. Any type of composting bin will do. Place the waste in the composting bin. If you want it to compost quickly, shred or chop it up. A few suggestions for materials to avoid: meat, bones, fish, dairy products, grease and oil, Pet droppings and shavings or sawdust (from treated lumber). Spread soil or “already done” compost over the compost pile. This layer contains microorganisms and soil animals that do the work of making the compost. You want to adjust the moisture to the right consistency. Add straw or sawdust to soggy materials, or add water to a pile that’s too dry. The material should be damp to the touch, but not so wet that drops come out when you squeeze it. Allow the pile to “bake”. It should heat quickly and reach the desired temperature in 4-5 days (Desired temp 90-140 degrees Fahrenheit). Stir your compost as it bakes if you want to speed the baking time. The pile will settle down from its original height. This is a good sign the compost is baking properly. If you turn your compost every week, it should be ready in 1-2 months. If you don’t, it should be ready in 6-12 months. The compost should look like dark crumbly soil mixed with small pieces of organic material. It should have a sweet, earth smell. 

NOTICE: THE SECTION OF HIGHWAY G FROM THE PELICAN RIVER TO HIGHWAY 8 WILL BE UNDER CONSTRUCTION STARTING JUNE 16TH . WE ARE STILL EASILY ACCESSIBLE OFF OF HIGHWAY 8 DURING THIS PERIOD. 
BUY A TREE
AND REGISTER TO WIN A TREE!

If you purchase a tree during this season, you could have a chance for another tree!

Drawing on Labor Day 2008
RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY
An Earth-friendly option to make your gardens or lawns green is rain barrels. Using free rain water also saves you money! The barrels collect fresh rain water from your roof, giving plants a healthier, chlorine-free drink of water. Most rain barrels on the market today are a self filtering and light weight version of its previous self. Rain barrels are now available at Hanson’s Garden Village.
- YOU KNOW YOU’VE GONE OVERBOARD WHEN YOU START PLANTING IN THE NEIGHBOR’S GARDEN -  
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